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Institution's Innovation Council- Entrepreneurship Cell, Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Khalsa College, Sri 

Anandpur Sahib organised an Expert Lecture on "Funding Opportunities for Biotech Innovation: BIRAC 

( Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council) Schemes on 24th July, 2026.  The session was 

delivered by Ms. Taranjeet Kaur, Senior Manager & Incharge – Entrepreneurship Development, 

BIRAC.She provided insights into BIRAC schemes and funding opportunities available for 

biotechnology innovations and startups.The resource person explained the concept and importance of 

business ethics in today's corporate environment. The lecture highlighted the relevance of the Indian 

Knowledge System in modern business management.Ethical values such as honesty, integrity, fairness, 

and accountability were discussed in detail. 

The speaker introduced BIRAC as a Government of India initiative under the Department of 

Biotechnology (DBT) that promotes innovation and entrepreneurship in biotechnology. The session 

explained how BIRAC supports startups from the idea stage to commercialization through grants, 

mentoring, and incubation. The Biotechnology Ignition Grant (BIG) scheme was highlighted as a flagship 

program providing up to ₹50 lakh for proof-of-concept development over a period of up to 18 months. 

The speaker discussed the eligibility criteria for students, researchers, startups, and biotechnology 

entrepreneurs seeking financial assistance.The speaker emphasized converting research-based innovations 

into commercially viable products and technologies. Various sectors supported by BIRAC, including 

healthcare, agriculture, industrial biotechnology, diagnostics, and clean energy, were discussed. The 

lecture encouraged young innovators to develop technology-driven solutions for national and global 

challenges. The application process, proposal submission, and evaluation procedures under BIRAC 



schemes were briefly explained. The Principal Dr. Jasvir Singh really appreciated for organizing such 

session that inspires the young minds to pursue research and innovative thoughts. The Entrepreneurship 

Cell incharge Dr. Hardeep Kaur and IIC President Dr. Gurpreet Kaur also encouraged students to promote 

entrepreneurship and protect creativity. All team members of Entrepreneurship Cell of college Dr 

Manpreet Kaur,Dr Kamaljit, Pr. Harpreet Kaur Pr.jaspreet kaur were present there and motivate the 

students for the funding schemes. 

Objective of the Activity:   

The main objective of the activity is to make students aware about funding opportunities of BIRAC 

schemes to energizing  the students for entrepreneurship.The bio tech sector is complex sector there is 

high risk BIRAC provides holistic  It is central agency facilitate and supports the startups, entrepreneurs, 

medium and large scale companies for high risk innovations to develop innovative products to address the 

unmet needs. 

 Total no. of Student participation: 67 

Benefits of the activity:  

Participants learned about the importance of incubation centres and mentorship. Students learnt about to 

utilize BIRAC funding opportunities to build sustainable and impactful biotechnology enterprises. 

Students were encouraged to adopt ethical behaviour in their professional and personal lives.  

After Link:  https://www.facebook.com/share/p/197TNBxDsn/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

 https://www.instagram.com/p/DbSc1_ryNuY/?igsh=MWdvMWJiNXYxZGFoZw 
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